R I K R FERGUS. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 14 June 1853;— /or, 

A RETUkN “ of all the Communications between tlie Town Commissioners 
of Enm and the Drainage Commissioners, or Board of Works, in relation 
to the Drainage of the River Fergus.” 

Acts 5 & 6 Viet. c. 89 ; 8 & 9 Viet. c. 69 ; 9 Viet. c. 4 ; and 10 & 11 Viet. c. 79. 



Office of Publifi Works, 

Ciiatora House, Dublin, 23 June 1833. 



By Order, 



E. Hornshif, Secretary, 



LIST OF COMMUNICATIONS. 



1840 : April 30. .letter from C. Hickev to the Secretary of the Commissioner.e of Public 

Works, forwarding a Memorial from the Town Commissioners ol’ Ennis - . 2 

„ May 7. Letter from Secretary to Dr. Hickey, in reply - .... 2 

I860 : August 17_. Leder from Mr. Hoaly to T. N. Redington, Esq., forwarding Copies of 
llesolutions of the Town Commissionors of Ennis for presentation to the Lord 
Lieutenant - -- -- -- .- -...3 

„ September 18. Memorandum in reply to Letter from Dr. Healy sent by Secretary 

to Sir Thomas Eedington --...8 

1831 : September 18. Letter from Secretary to Sir Thomas Redington, in reply to Memo- 
rial forwarded by the Town Commissioners of Ennis - - ... 4 

„ March. Memorial from Town Commissioners of Ennis, per G . W. O’Brien, Chair- 

man, to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant j 

1862: March 20 . Letter from Secretary to John Wynne, Esq., in reply to reference of a 
Memorial forwarded by the Town Coraraisaioiiers of ifinnis to fiis Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant g 



{Mr, John Fitzgerald.) 



Ordered, by Tlie House of Commons, to he Printed, 
28 June 1853. 



683. 
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COMMUNICATIONS IN RELATION TO THE 



A RE'l’UllN of all tiio Cowmunicationb botwoon tlio Town Coramiasioiiers 
0 ^ Jmnis and the Driuuagc Commissioners, or Eoai’d of Works, in relation 
to the Drainao/3 of tlic llivjiJL I'hmauH. 



( 5668 / 4 ( 1 .) 

• Sir, ^ .I'hiiiis, 30 April T84C. 

I BBO herewith to transmit tlivougli you a Momorial to the Commissioners of 
Public Works, irom the Ennis Town Commlssionors, umujimouBly voted this day 
at a special meeting of that body, and I am directed to reupiost you will lay it 
before that body with as little delay as possible. I Imvo also to solicit a reply at 
your earliest convenience. 

I have, &c. 

Secretary, (signed) Cornelius JHc.key, Clmirraan, 

Commissioners I’nblic Works, Town (.lonmiissioncrs. 

Dublin. * 



The Memoiual of the Fmim Town Cuiiirnissionors to the Oominissioner.s of 
Hor Majesty’s Board of Works, 

Respectfully shewoth, 

That the distress ot the jteoplc of this town and county is at present very 
great, both for want of employment aiul in consccjueiice of the loss of a large 
share of their general food. 

That therefore there are formed in various parts of the country, as well as in 
this town, committees for the purpose of procuring provisioua, as well as manual 
labour, for their support ; and hearing from authority that it ia contemplated to 
drain the River Fergus, and that the preliminary surveys have been made, they 
would most respectlully request ol your Board' to commence the work with as 
little delay as possible, as they are aware sneh work would alford a vast deal of 
employment, and relieve the distresses of hundreds of our snfl'eruig people. 

If such contemplated witii the other now sought for, was uudertaken, it 
would be the greatest possible boon to the pooplu; but the Coinnnssioners would 
wish to impress upon your Board the absolute necessity of eomraenciiig the 
work speedi y, as the present sufferings of the people arc very groat, and that a 
tew hundred pounds now expended in labour would ellbet more real relief tlian 
ten times the amount at other seasons when provisions were plenty. 

. . _ Signed, on behalf of tlio .Board, 

30 April 1846. Cmulius llkkcy^ Chairman, 






Frrgus Drainage. 



j , Office of Public Works, 7 May 1846. 

1 have to acknowledge having reeeived your letter of the ftOtli. ultimo, 
onelosing a ruemonal from tho Ennis Town CoramisBionors, representing the neces- 
sity ot expediting the above work, for the purpose of relieving the distress pre- 
valent in that dismct. ^ . b ,1 



And, lu reply, beg to acquaint you that having submitted the same to the con- 
^deration of the Board, they direct me to state, for the information of the Town 
Commissioners, that the works will be expedited .as much as possible, and with 
a yiow to this object the Commissioners will put the measure under the operations 
ot the Provisions for buramary Proceedings ” contained in the Drainage Act, 
and thus, so far as m their power, expedite the measure, 

The 
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The engineer’s report is nearly completed for lodgment, and after it has been 
deposited in the district, it will only remain for the proprietors of the flooded and 
injured lands, with their (lease) tenants, to send in their assents, when the works 
may be commenced. 

1 am, &c. 

Cornelius Hickey, Esq. (signed) J. C. IValker, 

Chairman of Ennis Town Commissioners, Secretary. 

Ennis. 



(29,274/50.) 

Sir, Bindon-street, Ennis, 17 August 1850. 

I BEO leave to forward to you for presentation to his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, copies of resolutions which were adopted this day at a special meet- 
ing of the Ennis Town Commissioners, at which I acted as chairman. 

I have, &c. 

T. N. Redington, Esq. (signed) Michael Heah/, m.d. 



(29,274/50.) 

Ennis, 17 August 1860. 

At a Meeting of tlie Ennis Town Commissioners, held this day by requisition, 
Michael Healy, Esq., m.d., in the Chair, 

The following Resolutions were unanimously adopted : 



Proposed by Mr. Gibson, and seconded by Mr. Sliaw : 

That we view with much regret the suspension of the drainage work in this 
county.” 

Proposed by Mr. Leech, and seconded by Mr. Malony : 

“ That such suspension is not more detrimental to the landed proprietary of 
the district than deeply injurious to the interests of our county town, indispen- 
sable -as the progress of the drainage is to the projected improvement in the navi- 
gation of the Fergus River, from Ennis to the port of Clare.” 

Proposed by Mr. Knox, and seconded by Mr. Cousidiiie: 

“ That we earnestly call upon the Drainage Commissioners to resume the 
drainage proceedings with as little delay as possible, and we urgently suggest lo 
the landed proprietary to withhold no facility in tiieir power for the completion 
of tliis important undertaking.’’ 

Proposed by Mr. Gibson, and seconded by Mr. Considine : 

“That these resolutions be published in the ‘Clare Journal,’ and copies 
thereof be forwarded to the Board of Works, and to his E.xcellency the Lord 
Lieutenant.” 

(signed) Michael Healy, m,d., Chairman. 



Fergus District. 

(29,274/50.) ^ 

COPY of MEMOBANnuM sent this day_ to Sir Thomas Redington, in reply to the 
Letter of Dr. Healy, and Resolutions of Town Commissioners of Ennis, 
relative to the Fergus District, urging upon the Board of Public Works the 
resumption of the Works of the Fergus Drainage. — 18 September 185(>. 

This important district is situate in the counties of Clare and Galway, and 
extends over 9. GOO acres of flooded and injured lands; it was undertaken under 
the provisions for Summary Proceedings, 9 Viet. cap. 4, and the works com- 
menced in the early part of 1847, to afford reproductive employment to the 
labouring classes. • i * 

The Act under which the preliminaries were made, and the works earned out, 
requires that no greater sum than 3/. an acre, on the average of the lands witliin 
the district, be expended, until the proprietors representing a majority 01 the 
683. A 2 acres 
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COMMUNICATIONS IN RET.ATION TO Tllli: 



acres shall again assent ; and the expenditure on the works of the Uergiia having 
approached that limit, a revised repoit was prepared, with a perfect acquaintance 
with tlic nature of the district, and nfuir a careful (txaniinadon of all the details 
of the measure. 

The amount of the first estimate was 44,702 that of the estimate after this 
careful revision was 48, 670 if,, making an excess only of 3,808 ;bnt the extent of 
land found to be improved by the w'orks exceeded that specified in tiie first 
report by 1,169 acres, and thus the cost of the works was 5«. ^d. per aero less 
than was represented in the first report and estimate under wjiicli tlio works were 
assented to and undertaken. 

The Commissioners issued tins rcvisc<I report in calling for the assents 
“ again and with a view to expedite the proceedings, and' secure tho com- 
pletion of the works without the lossoFa favnnrtible season, and iiicrous(! of interest 
by delay, convened a meeting of tlic proprietors for tho ])ui'posc of nilbrding'any 
information that might be required, ^ 

At this meeting it was explained that the funds necessary for tlie completion of 
the works were provided by the Government ; that no delay would occur if the 
proprietors assented again, as required by the Act; that mischievous cou, sequence 
to the works themselves, and to the proprietors (by the increase of interest) would 
result from suspension; that the addition to tho first cstimah; was very trifling ; 
that adequate- benefits had been conferred by the works already executed; that 
the lands already drained proved to be very valuable ; that the Oomiiiissioners were 
fully satisfied of the sufficiency of the estimate, and Imd avm'y confi(li!iic(! that the 
amount of benefit stated in the report would be eonfemid. After some con- 
versation, during which the principal persons present expre.ssocl their heliof that 
no award could be made, and tliorefore no money collected for wliat had been 
done, unless the works were completed, the proprietors adjourned to consider the 
coursp which they would finally ado|)t. 

It IS understood the proprietors subsequently held further meetings upon this 
matter, the object of one of which was to advocate the propriety of furnishiiig 
the assents; the result of the others, as reported, was a doterniinatioa bv the 
majority to withhold the assents. 

The necessary assents have not been given, and the Board regret that the pro- 
pess ot this highly important work is thus prevented by a ciuisc over wliich they 
have no control. 



Office of Public Work.s, 
13 September 1850. 



By order, 

(signed) JS. Hornsby, 

Secretary. 



(28,631/51.) 

0- Offl™ of I’ublic Works, .Dublin, 

, b . , , , IK September 1861. 

piaymg that the influence of Ins Excellency the Eord Liente.mnt may be used 
to procure the completion of the works of the Forgiis Draiuiige. [ have the 
honour to state, that in reply to a similar rnemonal, dated in August of Che past 
year, the Board had the honour of explaining the particulars of this case to Ilis 
Excellency in their letter of the 18th September 1850. 

The Board have nothing to add to that explanation, save that they have not 

pped wXtlte Gsl “ “““ “> 

O-n a oommrmicatioii on this subject from 

Mr. John O Dnen M.p. m reference to winch every information in their Dower 
to afford has been furnished to that gentleman. " 

SirThomas N. Redington, k.c.b,, (signed)’™’ 

Secretary. 
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(7997/5^0 

To His Excellency the Earl of Eglinton, Lord Lieutenant-General and General 
Governor of Ireland. 

We, the Town Commissioners of Ennis, respectfully approacli your Excellency 
■with sentiments not less of personal respect than of public consideration for the 
high office to which you liave been appointed by Her M ajesty’s gracious selection. 

That we repose -with implicit reliance on your Excellency’s assurance of 
having undertaken the dtities of your present high and responsible position with 
an earnest anxiety to promote the general and local interests of this country. 

That we respectfully solicit your Excellency’s attention to the present dis- 
astrous condition of our town, arising from, the incomplete works of the Fergus 
Drainage, now suspended by the Drainage Commissioners for the last tliree 
years, after, to the present moment, an unavailing expenditure exceeding 
25,000/. 

That the inhabitants of Ennis have been seriously damaged, and more espe- 
cially during the last -winter, in hcaltli and pi'operty, by the accumulation of the 
waters of tlje Upper Fergus, without corresponding outlet below the town. 

That the poorer classes have been the principal sufferers, their bouses inun- 
dated, their provisions destroyed, and not unfrequeutly the seed of the coming 
year. 

That among the many evils resulting, is the serious obstruction created to the 
improved navigation of our river, long the subject of public interest and solici- 
tude, and to which the completion of the present drainage works is an indis- 
pensable preliminary. 

That we earnestly entreat your Excellency to direct an inquiry Into the above 
details, and for such immediate aid in mitigation thereof as circumstances may 
point out, or as shall be in your Excellency’s power to afford. 

Signed, on behalf of the Commissioners, 
Geo. W. O’Brien, 

Chairman of the Ennis Town Commissioners. 

Refer to Board of Works, and request a report. 

March 1852. (signed) J. fV. 



(7997/520 

Office of Public 'Works, 

Sir, 26 March 1852. 

In returning herewith your reference of a Memorial from tlie Town Commis- 
sioners of EimivS on the subject of the Fergus Drainage, I am directed to state, 
for the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that on the 18th of 
September 1861 , the Board furnished a reply to the late Under Secretary to a 
similar Memorial from the To-wn Commissioners of Ennis, which the Board 
deems a sufficient reply to the present Memorial, in reference to the suspension 
of the works. With regard to the navigation project the Board’s engineer, 
Mr. Kelly, made a report on the 6tli of May 1848, which was printed by Order 
of the House of Commons on the motion of The O'Gorman Mahon, on the 
23d of February 1849. — See Parliamentary Paper, No. 59. 

I am, &c. 

John Wynn, Esq. &c,, (signed) E.Hornsly, 

Dublin Castle. Secretary. 
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